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‘NO TIME FOR SILENCE’ EVENT TO MARK 70TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE LIBERATION OF AUSCHWITZ
Community dialogue with U.S. Senator Sherrod Brown and Dr. Susannah Heschel to be
followed by ceremony commemorating HUC-JIR’s role in saving German Jewish scholars
from the fires of the Holocaust in 1939
CINCINNATI, OH:— As the world marks the 70th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz
on January 25, The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives (AJA) and
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion (HUC-JIR) will co-present, “No Time for
Silence: Contemporary Imperatives Marking the 70th Anniversary of the Liberation of
Auschwitz”—a community-wide dialogue memorializing this important moment in history. The
dialogue will be followed by a ceremony to commemorate HUC-JIR’s role in saving German
scholars from the fires of the Holocaust in 1939. The Sunday, January 25 event—which is free and
open to the public—begins at 4 p.m. in the Scheuer Chapel on the HUC-JIR campus, 3101 Clifton
Avenue. The commemorative ceremony—which will include members of the families of the
rescued scholars— will begin at 5:30 pm.
The dialogue portion of the program will explore how
the lessons of the Holocaust have inspired many
Americans to fight for social justice and human rights
in an effort to prevent unchecked recurrences of
brutality and inhumanity around the world. U.S.
Senator Sherrod Brown and Dr. Susannah Heschel,
Professor of Jewish Studies at Dartmouth College, will
open the program by sharing their own views on this
important topic, and then together, they will
participate in a question and answer dialogue with
attendees.
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Immediately following the dialogue, a ceremony will be held
to commemorate HUC-JIR’s role in saving German
academics from the fires of the Holocaust. The program
will include a candle lighting service and a musical interlude.
Members of the families of some of the rescued scholars
and students will be on hand for the ceremony.
(Dr. Heschel’s father, Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel, was a
noted American civil rights leader and one of the scholars
rescued by Hebrew Union College in 1939 .)
“In the years immediately following the liberation of Auschwitz and the end of World War II, many
Holocaust survivors came to America—having lived through one of the most horrific chapters in all
of human history,” said Dr. Gary P. Zola, Executive Director of the AJA and the Edward M. Ackerman
Family Distinguished Professor of the American Jewish Experience and Reform Jewish History at
HUC-JIR/Cincinnati. “Today, when only a precious few of these survivors remain, we want to assess
the lessons their experiences bequeathed to us; and to act on them.”
RSVPs are requested: 513.487.3098 or http://huc.edu/rsvp/IHRD
MEDIA: For more information, please contact Joyce Kamen at 513-543-8109; or Manda
Hurdelbrink at 513-324-8610.
###
The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives, founded in 1947 by its namesake on the historic
campus of the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion, is committed to preserving a documentary heritage
of the religious, organizational, economic, cultural, personal, social and family life of American Jewry.The Marcus Center
contains over 15,000 linear feet of archives, manuscripts, nearprint materials, photographs, audio and videotapes,
microfilm, and genealogical materials.
www.americanjewisharchives.org
Founded in 1875, Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion is North America's first institution of higher Jewish
education and the academic, spiritual, and professional leadership development center of Reform Judaism. HUC-JIR
educates men and women for service to North American and world Jewry as rabbis, cantors, educators, and nonprofit
management professionals, and offers graduate programs to scholars and clergy of all faiths.With centers of learning
in Cincinnati, Jerusalem, Los Angeles, and New York, HUC-JIR's scholarly resources comprise the renowned Klau Library,
the American Jewish Archives, research institutes and centers, and academic publications. In partnership with the Union
for Reform Judaism and the Central Conference of American Rabbis, HUC-JIR sustains the Reform Movement's
congregations and professional and lay leaders. HUC-JIR's campuses invite the community to cultural and educational
programs illuminating Jewish heritage and fostering interfaith and multiethnic understanding. www.huc.edu

